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Old As The Hills, And Language Has Moved On 
 

Leading anthropologist Edward Hall analyzes the many aspects of non-
verbal communication amd considers the concepts of space and time as 
tools for transmission of messages in this fascinating study. The Silent 
Language is a work of interest to both the intelligent general reader and 
the sophisticated social scientist. 
 

Personal Review:  The Silent Language by Edward T. Hall 
Recently I was in Japan, and I had some food with me, and I went to shake 
the hand of my hosts, and in doing so, put down the food on a convenient 
shelf, and instead of shaking my hand, the host turned away, and ran out 
of the room in a dignified way.  I had read SILENT LANGUAGE by 
Twitchell Hall, and it definitely did not cover this faux pas.  My translator, a 
young Russian woman, informed me that it is not polite in Japan is leave 
food observable in plain view.  It would be like going to a business meeting 
in a US boardroom with your zipper undone and your genitals left visible as 
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a result.  Whether or not this is actually the case, I don't know, but again 
this subject was not treated in Twitchell Hall's book. 
 
On the back of my edition of SILENT LANGUAGE it says that this is the 
book used in Kennedy's NEW FRONTIER to fight the image of the Ugly 
American then prevalent at the dawn of international mass tourism and the 
coming transnational age.  Well, time has moved on and I believe that 
Twitchy's masterpiece has seen better days.  They could do with far more 
ways to save embarrassment.  Otherwise it's red faces all around and that 
sinking feeling of having done something wrong, and you don't even know 
what it is you've done!  Also, I agree, there might be one for people coming 
to the USA for the first time, perhaps a book of photos showing different 
people's body language. 
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